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SUMMARY

This is the eighth issue of The Semapha, a Russian-
languagemagazinefor railway enthusiasts.The magazineis
publishedby a group of railway fans. Many of the materials
showingup in The Semapha# originally appeatrin the Internet
forumsandmailing lists, suchas<1520mm@yahoogroups.com>
(Russianianguage)r <5feet@yahoogroups.com> (Englishlan-
guage). The magazineis also available for download free
of chage as a PDF le or as a collection of PDF les at
<http://parovoz.com/semaphore/>, andcanbe freely printedand
distributed, provided that the integrity of the materialsis pre-
served.

This issueis a very technicalone. Steam,diesel,and elec-
tric locomotivesof all timesand origins, both well-known and
little-known, plus two trip reportsanda shortstory  all under
the samecovet

Vapnyarka Y ampol, by A. Porev Vapnyarkanarrow gauge
railway wasa partof thelarger Gayvoronsystemin the Ukraine.
It wasclosedanddismantledby 1998.The teamunderthelead-
ershipof theauthorexploresthe remnantf this onceimportant
localline and evendiscoverghe written orderto shutit down
for good.

SerieskE Locomotives by A. Shanin SeriesE of Sovietsteam
locomotiveswasamongthe mostwidespreadn the USSR,and
oneof thelongestin production A varietyof modi cations,such
asEm, Er, and Eu, havebeendevelopedThe authordiscusses
the visual detailsof thesemodi cations.

TEM21: Revolution at Your Doorstep, by O. Izmerov
TEM21 is a novel Russiandiesel-electricswitching locomo-
tive theoneyetto cometo your classi cationyard. With just
four axles,it is expectedo developthethrustof 30tons 50%
morethanthe 6-axleTEM18!

TE109: the Kalashnikov of the Soviet Locomotive Indus-

try, by O.lzmerov TE109diesel-electrianainlinelocomotive
is the father of manyotherlocomotiveseria,suchasTE114,
TE115,2TE116,TE120,and more. It wasto the Sovietloco-

motive industry what the Kalashnikovrie wasto its defense
industry:the patternto follow andto improve.

Those RussiansLocomotives by J. Boyer This article about
GE electriclocomotivesbuilt for the USSRafter the WWII but
neverdeliveredto the customeiis translatedrom the Headlights
magazinepublishedin Junel967.

Mur om Kovr ov Branch, by D. Zinoviev and D. Fokin
Murom Kovrov branchhas beenbuilt in 1880 and is, there-
fore, one of the oldestRussianrailways. With a plenty of side
linesandwith thelegendaryTEP10locomotivesijt is abonanza
for railway photographersBut bewareof the Stalin-erastation
masters!

Descendantsof TE109 A picture gallery that featuresrare
photograph®f TE114,TE120,TE136,andotherdiesel-electric
anddiesel-hydraulidocomotives.

Transsib Merchants by S. Sigachev If you havenevertaken
the Transsibyouknow nothingaboutRussiarstationmerchants.
Havea look at themandat the goodsthey sell.

One and a Half Talk. Dispatcher's Story, by N. Grigoryev
A train dispatcherhasno time to chatwith train engineersA
talk and a half is all he can afford. The amazing ction story
aboutthe steameratrain dispatchingon the mainlinefrom Saint-
Petersbug to Moscow
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